Catheterography in the diagnosis of catheter failure in peritoneal dialysis.
A total of 43 catheterograms were performed on 29 patients receiving treatment by chronic peritoneal dialysis. Thirteen of the catheterograms were carried out because of localized abdominal pain thought to originate from the catheter tip. In 6 of these cases catheter malposition was the cause of pain. Twenty-eight catheterograms were carried out because of one-way obstruction of the catheter. Envelopment by omentum of the distal part of the catheter was found to be the cause of malfunction in 8 cases. Catheter malposition either alone or in combination with blockage of the end hole and/or side holes caused malfunction in another 8 cases. Of the 28 catheters with one-way obstruction 15 (53%) could be preserved after repositioning and cleaning; the remaining 13 had to be changed. Total obstruction of the catheter was the indication for catheterography in 2 cases, and both catheters had to be changed. Catheterography is a simple and painless procedure which should be carried out when a patient on chronic peritoneal dialysis develops localized abdominal pain, or in the event of catheter malfunction.